shows clinical features in both groups. There were six male and two female patients in each group and the mean age on admission was 34-6 (7 0) and 47-1 (12-9) (group A and B respectively). In both groups the most common presenting symptoms were fever and dyspnoea (65% and 80%). Other symptoms were chest pain, cough, leg oedema, and anorexia and malaise.
Signs of cardiac tamponade-that is, jugular venous distension, leg oedema, hepatomegaly, or pulsus paradoxus-were significantly more common in group A than group B (7/8 v 2/8, P = 0-01). All these signs resolved after pericardial fluid had been removed by percutaneous needle aspiration and drainage. Pericardial rub was found in 50% of both groups. Full blood count, urinalysis, and blood chemistry were similar in the two groups.
Effusion volume, gross appearance, specific gravity, protein content, or cell count were similar in both groups ( 
